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We are where we are, but we are here 

because of politics on both sides of the 
aisle getting in the way of processing 
these items in a timely fashion. 

I agree with the critics that this kind 
of omnibus bill is not the best way to 
finish this legislative business. The 
critics should know that the tax-writ-
ing committees had no choice. 

In conclusion, I hope my colleagues 
will support this bill—a bill that 
should have been law last summer—to 
finally get it done to save the tax-
payers and 19 million people from being 
adversely affected. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

TELEPHONE RECORDS AND 
PRIVACY PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged 
from further consideration of H.R. 4709 
and that the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4709) to amend title 18, United 

States Code, to strengthen protections for 
law enforcement officers and the public by 
providing criminal penalties for the fraudu-
lent acquisition or unauthorized disclosure 
of phone records. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
TELEPHONE RECORDS AND PRIVACY PROTECTION 

ACT 

Mr. SUNUNU: Mr. President, I sup-
port passage of H.R. 4709, the Tele-
phone Records and Privacy Protection 
Act of 2006. This bill gets to the center 
of the practice known as ‘‘pre-
texting’’—a fraudulent technique to ob-
tain access to confidential communica-
tions records—by imposing Federal 
criminal penalties on perpetrators. 

There is one point that I would like 
clarification and assurance. This bill 
adopts a very broad definition of an 
‘‘IP-enabled voice service.’’ That defi-
nition is broader than just replace-
ments for traditional telephone serv-
ice, and sweeps in many potential new 
applications. In my view this definition 
would be inappropriate in many other 
contexts. For instance, the Commerce 
Committee crafted a narrower defini-
tion when considering S. 1063, the IP 
Enabled Voice Communications and 
Public Safety Act. 

It is my understanding—and I ask if 
the distinguished chairman shares this 
understanding—that this broad defini-
tion applies only to this bill, and is not 
meant to be an indication of the 
Congress’s view of the appropriate 
scope of voice-over-Internet-Protocol 
or VoIP services for other purposes or 
to serve as precedent for future action. 
It is certainly not meant to suggest 

that the FCC adopt this definition as it 
considers the appropriate views on 
VoIP services. Does the distinguished 
chairman agree with my under-
standing? 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes. The definition of 
‘‘IP enabled voice service’’ in this bill 
is not meant to be the universal defini-
tion of ‘‘IP enabled voice service’’ to be 
used in future legislation that involves 
other contexts. And, it should not be 
interpreted as a signal to the FCC that 
it should alter or change the defini-
tions of Interconnected or IP enabled 
voice services that it has used in other 
contexts. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be read a third time 
and passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4709) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I know a 
number of our colleagues are won-
dering what time bills are going to be 
arriving from the House. I believe in a 
little bit, in the next 30 minutes or so, 
things will pick up and we will begin 
voting. I will come back and address 
this issue once things become a little 
bit clearer. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ERIC UELAND 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I wish to 
pause for a moment to pay respect to 
one man, Eric Ueland, my chief of 
staff. Tucked away in a corner of Eric 
Ueland’s office is a well-worn copy of 
the book ‘‘Master of the Senate.’’ This 
comes as no surprise to those of us who 
know him. In fact, my staff used to 
joke that he was reading his own biog-
raphy. 

Eric is gifted with a passion for his-
tory, a thirst for knowledge, and a high 
reverence for the Senate. These talents 
have made him a uniquely capable ad-
viser and leader in the majority lead-
er’s office. 

He contextualizes every Senate de-
bate, recalls appropriate precedent, and 
draws parallels to moments in history. 
A nameplate is discretely displayed on 
his desk, and the name it bears: ‘‘Infor-
mation.’’ 

As the press corps knows, informa-
tion is his trade and the enigmatic 
quote his trademark. How do you pay 
tribute to a man who is the first to 
know of Britney Spear’s pregnancy and 
Don Rumsfeld’s resignation? 

Eric delights in a secret and encyclo-
pedic knowledge of popular culture. 
Copies of People magazine and the en-
tertainment gossip columns are strewn 
in the back seat of his classic car. And 
he knows everything about the media. 

Yet he doesn’t have home Internet ac-
cess or even cable TV. How does he do 
that? 

Eric finds unique and, some would 
say, unusual pleasure in memorizing 
the complex rules, the arcane prece-
dents, and early history of the Senate. 
‘‘Chart 4—mere child’s play.’’ You 
would expect he would know that com-
bining his customary bow ties and 
beards could be a violation of the Sen-
ate Code of Conduct. 

But his extraordinary talents are not 
what I have come to respect most 
about Eric Ueland. He is a man of deep 
humility, a man of quiet faith, a man 
of sterling character. He is a person 
true to his convictions, both political 
and personal. He has maintained his in-
tegrity in the rough and tumble of poli-
tics. His standards are high. 

I know of no staffer who has had a 
more profound regard for the institu-
tion, our institution, the institution of 
the Senate. And, in turn, Eric has 
earned the gratitude and respect of so 
many who have had the honor to serve 
here. Eric came to the Senate 17 years 
ago and worked for Senator Don Nick-
les at the Republican Policy Com-
mittee and then as his chief of staff in 
the assistant Republican leader’s of-
fice. 

Senator Nickles writes: 
I have had the pleasure of working with 

hundreds of individuals throughout my Sen-
ate career and Eric stands out in many ways. 
He is an exceptionally intelligent individual 
with unequaled knowledge of the Senate. His 
knowledge of Senate history, rules, process 
and customs, as well as the individuals who 
have served in the body for the last couple of 
decades, is remarkable. He has devoted much 
of his life to the Senate and helped make the 
Senate function much more effectively. He 
was a tremendous asset to me as well as a 
valued friend. 

Eric has a beautiful and patient wife 
Kathleen and three wonderful chil-
dren—Stephen, 13; Brigid, 11; and Char-
lotte, 6. Eric, as we all know, puts in 
long hours in service to the Senate and 
it, again, as we all know, takes him 
away from his family. So I thank each 
of them for their service to his family, 
to their community and, thereby, to 
the country. But Eric is a devoted fa-
ther and puts in many hours helping 
them with homework and could often 
be found keeping score at one of their 
basketball games. The children’s man-
ners, their politeness, their dress all re-
flect that Kathleen and Eric are great 
parents. 

Perhaps the highest tribute I can pay 
to Eric is simply to say his work has 
honored the institution of the U.S. 
Senate, which he himself so highly 
honors. And in honoring the Senate 
and the democratic ideals it represents, 
he has, indeed, honored his country. 

Well done, Eric, you have been a good 
and faithful servant of the Senate. You 
have been a good and faithful counselor 
and friend, and you have served this 
Nation with distinction. 
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I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I don’t 

have prepared remarks, but I join the 
majority leader in praising Eric 
Ueland. He is a bright guy. Very intel-
ligent, gracious, and straight, someone 
I trust. I got to know him with the 
leader over months, weeks, days, and 
hours. I thank him very much. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN POMPER 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I want 
to recognize one key staff member 
whose last day in the Senate is today 
and that is Brian Pomper. He has 
worked in my Senate office since 
March 2003. He has served as my chief 
trade counsel over the past 2 years. In 
that time, Brian has been at the center 
of each and every trade initiative that 
has passed through this Congress. He 
has worked tirelessly and fairly with 
Members and staff of both parties in 
both Houses, and he has bridged gaps 
that have seemed insurmountable. He 
is very intelligent, very conscientious, 
and one of the most decent persons I 
have ever had the privilege to know. 
Brian Pomper will be sorely missed in 
the Senate. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, at 
this time I would like to recognize 
Brian Pomper, chief trade counsel for 
the Democratic staff on the Finance 
Committee. Today is Brian’s last day 
with the committee. Brian has been a 
real asset to the Senate, and he will be 
greatly missed. 

He has worked both with my staff 
and sometimes against my staff, but 
let me tell you this: He is the sort of 
person who, whether he is with you en-
tirely or against you, is a wonderful 
person to work with. So at all times 
the lines of communication with him 
between our staffs always remained 
open, and it has always been a friendly 
relationship. 

Brian is a very warm and decent per-
son, and I wish him the best of luck in 
his future endeavors. It is my under-
standing that he is going to go into the 
private sector, the cold cruel world of 
the private sector. I hope he enjoys it, 
but I want to thank him for his co-
operation with us. 

f 

TAX-HEALTH-TRADE EXTENDERS 
BILL 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join my friend and chair-
man, Senator GRASSLEY, in bringing 
this package of needed tax, health, and 
trade matters to the Senate floor. 

This is the last bill that Senator 
GRASSLEY will manage as chairman for 
at least a couple of years. And I want 
to take this opportunity to recognize 
his leadership as chairman on the Fi-
nance Committee. He and I have 
worked together as partners and we 

will continue to work together as part-
ners in the Congress to come. 

Mr. President, Goethe said: ‘‘To rule 
is easy, to govern difficult.’’ Surely, 
this bill is evidence of that. 

The vast bulk of this bill is simply 
the business of governing. It continues 
needed tax, health, and trade law. 
These are things that we must do if we 
are to govern effectively. But certainly 
this bill has been difficult to enact. 

Much of this bill has been more than 
a year in the making. It involved nego-
tiations between several Committees, 
two Houses, and bipartisan leadership 
teams. It suffered many deaths. And it 
enjoyed a few resurrections. But 
through hard work and determination 
we are finally able to present today, 
this bipartisan, bicameral agreement. 

The provisions of this bill are over-
whelmingly the business of governing. 
They reinstate tax laws that have been 
needlessly disrupted. They protect 
health care coverage. And they con-
tinue free trade arrangements that 
benefit consumers and the residents of 
some of the world’s poorest countries. 

Let me first turn to the tax section 
of the agreement. The key tax provi-
sions of this bill are a host of popular 
tax incentives that expired last Decem-
ber. They have languished all year. 

The Finance Committee and the Sen-
ate passed legislation to extend these 
credits on time. The Senate passed 
them in November of last year as part 
of the tax reconciliation bill. But the 
conference with the House kicked 
those tax cuts out. 

Folks told us that the tax cuts would 
travel on the next tax bill, the pension 
conference. But again , the conference 
committee with the House removed 
them to sweeten other bills. when cou-
pled with other more controversial 
measures, they failed. 

This is an unfortunate history. And 
it is one that I hope we will not repeat. 
If this Senator has anything to say 
about it. This is not how we will gov-
ern, in the next Congress. 

Congress’s delay in extending these 
tax provisions caused uncertainty. And 
the delay until now will have real con-
sequences for taxpayers. Just this 
week, I received a report of the contin-
gency plan at the IRS for the 2007 filing 
season. The IRS identified about 60 tax 
forms and products that will be af-
fected by this delay. 

The Form 1040 has already gone to 
the printer. That happened back in No-
vember. More than 120 million tax-
payers use that form. The IRS will not 
reprint those forms. 

Consequently, the IRS expects tax-
payer confusion. IRS expects more 
phone calls to the IRS with questions. 
IRS expects delays in filing. IRS ex-
pects incorrect returns. And IRS ex-
pects more amended returns. 

Further, the IRS will need at least 6 
weeks to reprogram its systems to ac-
commodate the changes. It is simply 

too late for the IRS to implement the 
2007 filing season on time. This means 
delays in starting to process and issue 
refunds. And it means money. It may 
cost the IRS millions in additional 
costs because of our delay. And the 
cost to taxpayers could be even great-
er. 

In September, I brought a display of 
the draft Form 1040 for next year. Al-
ready, the classroom teachers’ deduc-
tion and the college tuition deduction 
were gone. Millions of families that 
normally take those deductions, and 
other popular incentives like the state 
sales tax deduction will wonder why 
those lines no longer appear on the 
Form 1040. And, unless taxpayers are 
willing to get on the Internet and 
search, they may never know that we 
extended these incentives in the nick 
of time. 

Governing may be difficult, but we 
must do better. 

We must do better by our business 
taxpayers. Twenty thousand businesses 
who hire the hard-to-employ have con-
tinued to hire these workers with only 
a hope that we would retroactively ex-
tend the Work Opportunity Tax Credit. 
I am pleased to report that the credit 
is retroactive to the beginning of this 
year and improvements will be effec-
tive beginning next year. 

For the 16,000 businesses in this coun-
try that create high-tech jobs for U.S. 
workers, we have retroactively ex-
tended the R&D credit to the beginning 
of this year. We have provided for a 
new, enhanced credit for next year. 
And, we have also provided a special 
rule for fiscal year taxpayers. That will 
ensure these businesses can access the 
credit even though their tax year has 
closed. 

The agreement also provides a one- 
year extension of certain energy tax in-
centives that were due to expire next 
year. This package includes the pop-
ular credit for electricity from alter-
native energy sources. 

And this agreement extends expired 
individual tax incentives for 2 years— 
2006 and 2007. These incentives include 
the college tuition deduction, the state 
sales tax deduction, and classroom 
teachers’ deduction, among others. 

This bill also has a substantial 
health component. The main attrac-
tion is an adjustment to the Medicare 
physician payment rate. This will 
stave off a cut of more than 5 percent 
in what Medicare pays doctors in 2007. 

And we are going to reward doctors 
for reporting on their performance. 
This will help move us toward paying 
for quality in the Medicare program. 
The information collected when doc-
tors report on quality measures will be 
the foundation for paying for perform-
ance. We will move toward rewarding 
outcomes rather than simply the num-
ber of procedures. 

This bill also extends important pro-
visions from the 2003 Medicare Mod-
ernization Act that are scheduled to 
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